
Junior High is a great time to try new things! 

Have you considered playing one of the “secondary” instru-

ments?  These would include woodwinds such as the bassoon, 

oboe, bass clarinet, or baritone saxophone.   

Secondary brass instruments would include a baritone, tuba, 

or French horn.  We have some of these secondary instru-

ments available for loan at Harper.   

Just let Mrs. Sanchez know if you are interested in trying 

something new. 
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Welcome to the Harper 

Huskies Band Family!  I am 

looking forward to working 

with all of you to make this 

the best year ever for our 

band program. 

Like many of our musi-

cians, I started on my band 

instrument when I was in 

5th grade.  My instrument 

back then was a trumpet—

an OLD one that my dad 

played when he was in col-

lege! 

When I was in high school, 

I switched to the French 

horn, and currently play my 

horn with the Solano Sym-

phony, Solano Horns, Beni-

cia Ballet, and others.  I still 

play my trumpet once in a 

while, and am part of a 

handbell choir. 

I believe music can and 

should be a lifelong pursuit, 

even if you don’t plan to 

major in music in college, or 

become a professional musi-

cian.  It’s a great way to let 

off steam, make new friends, 

get smarter, and have loads 

of fun in the process! 

 

Welcome!  From Mrs. Sanchez 

Have You Considered….. 

Important Dates to Put on Your Calendar: 

 September 4th, 7:00 —First Band Booster meeting in room K-63 

 October 2nd, 7:00—Band Booster Meeting, Room C-16 

 October 9th—Morning rehearsal (8:50) ~ All Bands 

 October 15th—Our first concert of the year!  ~ All Bands 

 November 6th, 7:00—Band Booster Meeting, Room C-16 

 December 4th, 7:00—Band Booster Meeting, Room C-16 

 December 4th, 7:00 pm—DJUSD Jazz Extravaganza –JB only 

 December 11th—Morning rehearsal (8:55) ~ All Bands 

 December 11th, 7:00 pm —Band Boosters Meeting, Room C-16 

 December 17th—Harper Winter Concert—All Bands 

 January 8th, 7:00—Band Boosters Meeting, Room C-16 

 January 17-19th—North Bay Honor Band—Select  students, Woodland 

 January 28th, 6:30 p.m. —Harper 7th graders perform with elementary bands 

 February 5th, 7:00—Band Boosters Meeting, Room C-16 

 February 14th—Morning Field Trip to Mondavi, ~10:15-1:00 

 February 21st—Sweet Notes!! 

 March 4th, 7:00—Band Boosters Meeting, Room C-16 

 March 7th, 6:00 pm—Coconut Grove, JB Only (at Emerson MPR) 

 March 21st—DJUSD Concert Bands Festival @ DHS (times TBD) 

 April 1nd, 7:00 p.m.—Band Boosters Meeting, Room C-16 

 April 25th—All Day—Performance at Theme Park, All Bands! 

 April 29th, 8:45 am—Morning Pops Rehearsal, All Bands 

 April 29th, 5:30 pm—Harper Open House, JB Only 

 May 2nd, a.m. time TBD—DJUSD Pops in the Park 

 May 6th, 7:00 p.m.—Band Boosters Meeting, Room C-16 

 May 20th, Morning Rehearsal (8:50) ~ All Bands 

 May 29th, 6:00 p.m.—Harper Concert on the Quad, All Bands 

 June 9, 6:00 pm—Freshman Celebration, All 9th Grade Students 

As long as you continue to try, you cannot fail…. 

I liked music from the start! 



started!  Sadly, some students 

will lose points by forgetting 

their instrument or music, com-

ing to class late, or by being dis-

ruptive in class.  I hope you will 

not be one of those people!  

You can also add points to this 

participation grade by attending 

outside performances and 

bringing in a program as proof. 

What You’ll Need: 
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My job is to teach you how to be 

better musicians.  Your job is to 

soak up all this wisdom to become 

the best musicians you can be.  

Anything that happens in class to 

get in the way of any of us doing 

our jobs will be a very UNwelcome 

distraction. 

In simple terms, anything that 

could be considered disrespectful 

toward the teacher, other students, 

or the space and equipment will 

not be tolerated.  I expect that you 

will only talk to a neighbor if you 

Rehearsal time 
is precious.  
Let’s stay fo-
cused to make 
the best of 
every minute! 

have a question or want to clarify 

something about the music.  You are 

expected to take care of all the 

equipment that has been entrusted 

to us, including the room itself. 

At the start of class, you are ex-

pected to be in your seat with your 

instrument and music ready to go.  

Otherwise you will be marked tar-

dy. 

At the end of class, you will be 

given one extra minute to pack up 

before the bell rings. 

To summarize:  respect everyone 

and everything, and use our time 

together productively. 

Rehearsal Decorum (Classroom Procedures) 

Each class day, you’ll need: 

-An instrument & accessories* 

-A pencil 

-Your music  

-A great attitude! 

 

 

Many of you have been renting 

an instrument, or own your in-

strument.  That’s great, because 

we don’t have very many instru-

ments to loan out at Harper.  

Please do your best to get an 

instrument on your own. 

 

 

*Brass—you’ll need valve oil and slide 

grease 

*Woodwinds—be sure you have extra 

reeds, a cleaning rag, and cork grease. 

*Percussionists will need their own 

sticks.  A list will be provided. 

Another big part of your grade 

will be based on your involve-

ment in our performances (50-

100 points each) and doing well 

on various in-class quizzes and 

projects that come up along the 

way (10 points each). 

Your grade will be 

based, to a great ex-

tent, on your atti-

tude and participa-

tion in class, concert 

attendance, and your practice 

time (homework). 

At the beginning of each quar-

ter, you will be awarded 50 par-

ticipation points.  That’s a per-

fect A+ before you even get 

 

Grading Policies 
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Young ladies will wear black slacks 

or a skirt, nice black shoes, and a 

white blouse with sleeves.  Noth-

ing low-cut will be allowed, and 

your skirt must cover your 

knees when you are seated. 

 

It’s important that we all look fab-

ulous when we perform!  Why?  

Because when you dress nicely, 

you sound better! 

Young gentlemen will wear black 

slacks, black socks and nice 

black shoes, with a white but-

ton-up dress shirt.  No caps 

or hats! 

NOTE: 

We will also have Harper Band 

polo shirts for field trips and less 

formal performances.   

Information about purchasing a 

Band Polo will be coming soon! 

Concert Dress 

In addition to missing an im-

portant experience as a musi-

cian, when you miss a concert 

you are also letting down your 

section and the band as a whole.  

Each musician is vital to the 

overall sound of the group! 

CONCERT  

PARTICIPATION 

IS REQUIRED!! 

A big part of your grade is in 

your participation in our con-

certs and performances. 

If you miss a test in history, you 

can make it up later.  If you 

miss a concert, it is an experi-

ence that cannot be duplicated 

or replaced.  Each is unique! 

 

 

Concerts are Irreplaceable 

Herb Alpert, the famous jazz 

trumpeter, stated, “I wake up in 

the morning, do some stretching 

exercises, then pick up the horn 

and play.”  He didn’t rest on his 

laurels, and neither should you. 

Practice is your homework for 

band.  You’ll probably spend 15-30 

minutes a day doing your math, 

your English, your history home-

work…  so just plan on spending 

15-30  minutes daily to also prac-

tice your instrument.  You’re going 

to  keep track of your practice 

time, so I’ll know if you’re practic-

ing.  You’ll turn in your log at the 

end of each grading period  for 

credit. 

It’s helpful to set aside an area that 

is always ready for you to sit down 

and practice, with a music stand 

and chair.  (Brass players, be sure 

to put down a towel to empty your 

water key!)  

Start with long tones, move to 

your scales, then work on the 

tough parts in our concert set.  

Finish with your favorite song, or 

try something new! 

Practice, Practice, Practice 

Practice logs will be handed out in class, and will also be available on Google and SchoolLoop.  

Grading Policy: 

You are expected to be at all 

required concerts (100 pts).  

You may be excused from a 

performance if you tell Mrs. 

Sanchez at least one month 

prior to the performance.  

Otherwise, the only excused 

absences would be an unex-

pected illness or family emer-

gency. 



Mrs. Sanchez: 
nsanchez@djusd.net 
 
Harper Junior High School 
Davis, California   
530-757-5330 

Your Band Boosters Presidents: 

 Todd and Kathy Kamisky 

Toddkamisky@midpacificeng.com 

 

Please consider ways in which you 
could help our amazing Booster 
team to benefit our wonderful band 
students. 

Important Contact Information 

Please be sure to check 
SchoolLoop often for news and 

information! 

of their education.   

I have discovered, through a 

lifetime of playing in all kinds 

of musical groups, that musi-

cians are smart, clever, funny, 

and incredibly loyal friends. 

For me, “excellence” is not 

just a nice idea, it’s a constant 

goal we’ll reach for each and 

every day. 

My wish for you, my stu-

dents, is that you will em-

brace the magic in the music.  

You’ll discover more about 

yourselves as musicians, and, 

Being a musician  

has  

so many benefits!   

You’ll learn teamwork as well as 

individual responsibility.  You’ll 

revel in your successes and be-

come better as a result of your 

mistakes.  The left brain counts 

the beats and discerns notes, in-

tervals and rhythms, while the 

right brain adds the emotion and  

soul to the music.  Playing music 

enhances a person’s focus, logic 

skills, and creativity, not just in 

their musicality, but in all aspects 

as a result, uncover more about 

yourselves as individuals.  I hope 

your experiences here will fuel a 

lifelong love of performing and 

an enduring appreciation of the 

music that is all around us.  

Open your minds and get ready 

for fun and hard work that will 

lead to success!   

A Note From the Director 

Music is something that 
always lifts my spirits and 
makes me happy, and 
when I make music I al-
ways hope it will have the 
same effect on whoever 
listens to it.      — Aaron 
Carter  
 

Please Note: 

We are extremely grateful to our generous 

community (Parcel Tax!) and our Boosters—

thanks to this support, every student is able 

to have what they need!  Just let me know if 

you need a scholarship for a shirt, an instru-

ment, or anything else you need for Band. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/aaroncarte179362.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/aaroncarte179362.html

